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The Stops for Us Coalition 
organizing to secure 3 missing 
stations for the Central 
Corridor Environmental 
Justice communities became 
the ñposter childò for why 
federal policy needed to be 
changed.

The Cost Effectiveness Index 
is no longer a pass/fail 
measure and now has equal 
weight with land use and 
economic development in 
evaluating all New Starts 
Projects.

When he received Transportation Equity Networkôs Rosa Parks Award, FTA 
Administrator Peter Rogoff talked about how our community made a difference.

http://www.metrostability.org/campaigns/article.php?sid=Stops_for_Us  

http://www.metrostability.org/campaigns/article.php?sid=Stops_for_Us
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Stops for Us members include:

Å Alliance for Metropolitan Stability

Å Asian Economic Development 
Association

Å Aurora/Saint Anthony 
Neighborhood Development 
Corporation

Å Community Stabilization Project

Å District Councils Collaborative of 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis

Å Got Voice, Got Power!

Å Hmong Organizing Program, 
TakeActionMN

Å Housing Preservation Project

Å ISAIAH 

Å Jewish Community Action

Å JUST Equity

Å Minnesota Center for 
Environmental Advocacy

Å Model Cities, Inc.

Å MICAH

Å Preserve and Benefit Historic 
Rondo Committee

Å Saint Paul NAACP

Å Saint Paul Urban League

Å Transit for Livable Communities

Å UFCW Local 789

Å University UNITED

Å University Avenue Business 
Association
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This is our once in a lifetime

opportunity to design a 

transportation system that will 

shape the growth of our region 

and our country for the next 100 

years.

We all must learn from the 

mistakes made 45 years ago 

when building Interstate 94 

devastated the Rondo 

Neighborhood.
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In the 1960s, the construction of Interstate 94 destroyed Rondo 
Avenue and devastated the historic Rondo neighborhood. 70 
businesses were lost and 400 families were displaced. 

In the 1930s, Rondo Avenue was the heart of St. Paul's largest 
Black neighborhood. African-American families, who had 
lived in Minnesota for decades, and new arrivals created a 
vibrant, vital community.

Credjafawn 
Co-op Store 

678 Rondo Ave.
St. Paul, MN

Retrieved from MN Historical Society  http://www.mnhs.org/library/tips/history_topics/112rondo.html

http://www.mnhs.org/library/tips/history_topics/112rondo.html
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When I94 split our community in half, we were spread out 
between East University Avenue to Selby Avenue. 

The economic engine of our community was never recovered.

We will not allow this history to repeat itself!!
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For the Rondo community, the coming of the Central Corridor 
LRT project on University Ave was a matter of survival as our 
community still struggled with the devastation of the past.

Sons of Rondo: 
Peter Bell, Metropolitan Council Chair
Nathaniel Khaliq, St. Paul NAACP Chair
Melvin Carter III, Ward 1 St. Paul City Councilmember

Rondo Avenue today
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The way Central Corridor was planned

I94
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In 2007, the Stops for Us coalition grew out of the University 
Avenue Community Coalition to make sure our communities 
had access to the proposed Central Corridor LRT in St. Paul, 
MN.

Despite our diverse 
agendas we all agreed 
that the 3 stations at 
Western, Victoria, and 
Hamline should be 
constructed by the 
completion of the 
line.

UACC members at Rondo Days 2007
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The Metropolitan Council said:

ñéconcerns have been considered and the 

analysis determined that minority or low-

income populations within the study area 

are not subject to any disproportionate 

impacts associated with the development of 

the Central Corridor LRT; furthermore, the 

benefits of the project are fairly 

distributed.ò CCLRT SDEIS page 3-153

We emphatically disagreed!

To disprove the Metropolitan Council, 
we initiated a statistical mapping 
project to identify and define our true 
composition.
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For the Stops for Us campaign, the major obstacle was the 
Cost Effectiveness Index (CEI). 

FTA Cost Effectiveness Index (CEI)

CEI = Annualized capital and operating costs
Annual travel time savings

As a pass/fail measure for New Starts projects, CEI was the 
barrier for adding the 3 stations to the Central Corridor project 
budget. 

In a $1B budget, they would not include $16.5M for our 3 
stations.
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Last fall at the Rail~volution 
Conference in Boston, 
members of our coalition 
talked with Peter Rogoff, 
Federal Transit Administrator. 

From our invitation, he came 
to our neighborhood and at 
our meeting we were able to 
elevate our issue and provide 
him with the human impacts 
resulting from the lack of 
these 3 stations.
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On January 25th, 2010 at a historic press conference in the Rondo 
neighborhood, Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood 
announced that the CEI would no longer be a pass/fail measure and the 3 
stations would be built for the Environmental Justice communities on the 
Central Corridor.

From left to right: Congressman Ellison, Mayor Rybak, Commissioner Carter, Senator Klobuchar, 
Sec. LaHood, Commissioner McDonough, City Councilmember Carter, Mayor Coleman
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The Central Corridor project

as it is now

 

Three Stations
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Our story continues:

May 2009 Preserve and Benefit Historic Rondo filed a Title VI 
Complaint stating that FTA and Met Council have failed to analyze all 
the adverse effects on minority communities.

January 19, 2010Preserve and Benefit Historic Rondo filed a lawsuit 
around same issues identified in their Title VI complaint.

ñunless early on protections and 
benefits are intentionally put in 
place, its community 
[Rondo/African American] and 
other low-income and minority 
communities will not be around 
to enjoy light rail and prosper 
from its economic and 
revitalizing boom.ò
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October 2009 Concerned Asian Business Owners Association 
(CABO) files Title VI Complaint also claiming that there was an 
inadequate analysis of impacts on protected populations. 

http://www.aeda-mn.org/fta_complaint.html

The Rondo lawsuit and CABO civil rights complaint are still pending.

http://www.aeda-mn.org/fta_complaint.html
http://www.aeda-mn.org/fta_complaint.html
http://www.aeda-mn.org/fta_complaint.html
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ñTo be successful, the light 
rail line must not only 
improve mobility, but must 
also serve as a catalyst to 
strengthen and enhance 
existing and future 
neighborhoods, workforces 
and businesses along the 
line.ò

-- Saint Paul and Minneapolis 
Community Summit, March 7 & 
8, 2009

The Central Corridor Community Summit resulted in the 2010 formation of a 
Community Agreements Coordinating Committee to begin the detailed work of 
leveraging community benefits from light rail transit development.



As our region continues to build out our transitways, we will pass on what 
we have  learned to other Twin Cities environmental justice communities.
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